Chiladelplna Inguirer, The (PA); Document Display I'age 1 of &

The Whilabelphia Bnquirer (787 -Curvens

Fpora] g Paaty o sirm

. e Home

Record 1 of 1

Philadelphia Inguirer, The (FA)

June 13, 1982

A FATHER'S ANGUISH, A NEIGHBORHOOD'S FEAR
Author; MARGUERITE DEL GILIIMCE

Sadilgann; B
Bection: O
Mape: Al

fdey Terms:
MURDERS ASSALUILTS PHNLADRELPHIA NEIGHEBORHOODS
CHRIME

Estimaled printed poges: 12
Article Text;

By Marguerite Del Ghudice Inguirer Stafl Wnter Somebody or something had struck fear into the heart
of the West Philadelphia man who worked in the neighborbood of 60th Street and Lansdowne Avenue,
but he dicn't want 1o go inlo it, He was o praying man mere than 2 Gghting man, inelined to mund his
own business and tend W s own soul, The law ot the strects 15 this, be savs: No matter what comes
down, " yoo don't tell nobody nothing," When someone gels killed - as happened to |7 -yenr-old Chester
Laws Jr.oon May 16 - the streets start o snap, crackle and pop with walk, Bul il is cheap and unrclenting
talk, ntended to conlound an oulsider rying 1o make sense of the goings-on of the streets. The dead
boy's futher, Chester Laws Sr.. will tel]l you how the streets tell silent after his son was shot in the
forehead near his eswn froot door, on Noerth Felton Street, carly that Sunday moming, It seemed that no
one had seen or heard a thung, Bul two diys laler. be said, " everybody started shootin'." The Tueesday
aftet Chester Jr. was shot 1o death, a 29-vear-old eyvewitness to the crime, Homer Lane, was shot at as he
drove past some young men gathered at Lansdowne Avenue and Edgewond Street. The bullets did not
hit him, but they dented his 1932 Chevrelet Citation and blew out a front tive. Two days later, Chester
8r. 53, n lavern owner, ook o slug

himself. ™ In the back,™ he spat ou o disgost, On g sunny moming, on 8 busy strect, right after he had
ordered beer from his supplier. " Do vou know what's oot there? he said. " Can you imagine the nerve
of a punk coming up in broad davlight, shooting me in the back ona main thoroughfare? [ worked hard
all my life for what "ve pot. There wasn't nothing given to me. And then some scum punk comes up and
does this." The punks, he said, seem to be taking over the neighbarhood. That view is not rare in this
neighborhood, which is home to heodlums as well as proud homeowners, to neat rowhouses with
flowers out front oz well as cmpty buildings with plywood windows - located a couple of miles pway
from the grand mansions and finely mrmmed lwwos of Philadelphia's Man Line: The Iatest round of
miayhem came ds oo surprise 1o the neghbochoind, because 10 was ool the Gl or second, or nth ome
that someone there had been shal and killesl, or shot amd hurt, o shot at, Inoa five-block-by-seven-hlock
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