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give names, just said “the guys, the guys.” But he knew they was out to get him " Officer Martin Howley,
wha has been working in the police district that includes [his neighborhood for 12 vears, 15 falking:
We're just rving 1o keep a lid on it, keep these people [rom killing each other on a regular hasis, .,
Most of the hoodlums live within foar blocks of one another. | . . the 6000 blocks of Massau, Oxfond,
Jefferson. This whole group of guys is responsible for o great deal of mayhem in the neighborhond. |
kenowing and proving arc entirely different. And the people won't talk. Thev're really scared. . . ™ One
lady said, "You know the kid they locked up for burglarizing the house™ | said, "Y eah” She said, He was
n jail for two days.” And they see this, they sce them back out on the street, and they say, "Why should |
gel invalved, and he's back out? Cne ludy who testified s scared to death, = They can't get the hell out.
They hive o stay because they can'l sell their own house and afford another place, They barmicade
themsclves in the hoose amd
somehow try to knock out an existence. ., 1'% absurd. " Positively, there is o tremendous amount of
unemployment in the area. 1t's nat 5o bad when the kids are in school, but when { in summer ) they get
thrown m with those on unemploymenl, you've got 4 real mess on you hands. They've got nothing to
occupy their minds, and you can'l get them off the streets, The businessmen are saving, How are we
B 1o ped throwagh the summer'!” They're not talking about business, They're talking about, "Am [ going
to be here at the end ol September™ " Officer Jimmy Harris, who has been the daytime beat cop on
Lansdowne Avenue hetween 58th and 63d Streets since Junuary, was sitfing in a high chair and loaking
out the window of the M A B. Rich-Lux Paints store, keeping un eve out on the street. He has heen
patrellmg a larger area of West Philadelpia. inchading this neighborhood, for 7 172 vears, and he says
that the 11-year-olls he was locking up when he started are the ones " doing the shooting and drugs
teday. ™ Hle said he had locked up Carmen Woods several Iirm:& when Woods was a youngster; he sai
that he had picked up Chet Laws ance, ton, The neighborhood's " really bad” in terms of crime, be suid,
. People wround here are penified,” he said. " They lear calling the police
| because of retalistion. They fear these kids will knock them off." 310 Woods appeared at his
= preliminary hearing June | attired in pin-stiriped pants, @ silk shirl and ankle-high sneakers. 1le chaited
vecasionally with a sister and carried on w conversation over his shoulder with a voung woman who
wore @ red headband. Tiger Laws sul several rows away, his eves boring into the back of Woods' skull
like laser beams. Lane was the only witness, and he testified for the prosecution. Sitting vn a chair so
high that his legs dangled. he wld of how he had known Carmen Woods for " 14 vears or something
like that." Lane, Woods and young Laws had grown up in the same neighborhood, " What did you see
[ Woods ) do?" Assistant District AlomeylGuy Seiollajsked. " Shoat him { Chet Laws Jr, }." Lane
replicd. Then he gave the detls of what he had scen the night of the slaving: Lane was shou @ 2o into
his house on Felton Street, when he siw Woods and young Laws across the sireet, a few doors away in

:'ﬂ;"" th L 500 block\T culh o street light) "/ saw the defendant éome out of the bushes, Y he
e aclding thal Woods was three or tour gl behind Daws w ‘pods shot Laws in the éad. ™1
boked, then went insiie, hoping he would't see me,” swid Lane, "(When the police came, and neighbors €7

started coming out, | went pul, tow.” JAsked why he had not 1old the police what he knew anti] severa
days had passed, he answered, " | didn't want to get invalved." e told Laws' father, he testified, after he
had been shot at by the defendant vod by one of the defendant’s companions, Michael Jones. He said he
went to the police the next day, alter he had " started taking inatters inlo my own hands” - by shooting
back at his alleged altackers, Woods' attormey, Morrison, argued that s rensonable bail be set so that his
chient could be free while he avwaited trial, But Sciolla opposed 1, saving that Woods had been arrested
and judged delinquent numercus times as a juvenile on charges ranging from aulo theft to robbery ta
possession of a weapon, Sciolla svid Woods had cutstanding charges against him us an adult - one
related to a burglary, the other 1o drugs, Municipal Judge Charles ). Margiotti Jr, roled that Woods
should remain locked up and schedule] o formal arraignment for June 16, Then he slmoenished the
tamilies of the deceased and the delendant 10 " fct the matter lie and let the law take the responsibility
tor finding where the fault lies." 359 Tiger Laws had been out of the hospital three days when he
conscnted to an interview. [is leli cheek had several inches of stitching, and his polf shirtwilth an
embrordered parrot on it puffed out o the bandages; but there was nothing in his direct and animate)
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